UPPER THAMES NEWS

13 February 2026

This week in Upper Thames News:

e Sunday 15 February - Sunday before Lent
¢ Ash Wednesday
e Lent Booklet & leaflet
¢ PCCs for the coming year
e Reminders
o Jean Whitbread's Funeral
o St Sampson's APCM
o Lent Talk at Cricklade United Church - a date for your diaries
o Malmesbury & District Foodbank
o February-March services
e Morning Prayers

Sunday 15 February - Sunday before Lent

e St Sampson's
o 8am Holy Communion followed by breakfast (in the church)
o 10am Informal Morning Worship with the music group (in the school)
o 6.30pm Evensong (in the church)
e Holy Cross
o 10am Morning Worship
o 4pm Evensong
¢ St John the Baptist
o 10am Holy Communion

* Readings:
o Exodus 24:12-end OR 2 Peter 1:16-end
o Matthew 17:1-9

Ash Wednesday

oin us on Wednesday 18 February 7.30pm in St Sampson's church
: for a traditional Ash Wednesday Holy Communion service with

S8 Wlimposition of ashes.

“[The service will take place in the South/Widhill aisle where there is
under-pew heating.


https://us11.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3DExodus%252024%253A12-%26version%3DNIV&xid=3ba6a2cde7&uid=46495913&iid=49e1a3803e&pool=cts&v=2&c=1770979854&h=6dbfff9d560ff9eb4c7380a296965c2ce7d483bb6287e427e07244975361278a
https://us11.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3D2%2520Peter%25201%253A16-%26version%3DNIV&xid=3ba6a2cde7&uid=46495913&iid=49e1a3803e&pool=cts&v=2&c=1770979854&h=2968fe00dc3f02a46dc63174aec0daaa712c31f4a3191b0f030b43609b923d35
https://us11.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.biblegateway.com%2Fpassage%2F%3Fsearch%3DMatthew%252017%253A1-9%26version%3DNIV&xid=3ba6a2cde7&uid=46495913&iid=49e1a3803e&pool=cts&v=2&c=1770979854&h=23c4c2d757bcf861eeb5a1c917bccd39926b25a65810fd58d7b0aa1eca2c3f20

Lent Booklet & leaflet B TR
The booklet we are using for Lent will be available from this Sunday. We DH "
are inviting donations for copies and suggest £2 but not to worry if not. “ E E
The booklets are based around the six themes we have been using in

Upper Thames for a while now, and the Church of England has decided to
use the same sort of material as their Lent booklet this year!

Our Lent leaflets are also available from this weekend — a leaflet to
explain what we are offering to help us focus this Lent and a leaflet with
some things to help us in our prayers.

Debbie

hasivs ros LENT

PCCs for the coming year

As we approach the APCMs in March, we would really like people to be thinking about whether
it would be good and helpful to serve on one of our PCCs. Our meetings are not onerous, long
or all that frequent, and we have fun as we work together. Do please have a think, and ask a
PCC member if you want to know more.

Treasurer and secretary at AK

Importantly, we have yet to find people who are able to take on the role of either treasurer or
PCC Secretary in Ashton Keynes. Both jobs require some steady attention through the year, but
neither are onerous. Please have a think about whether you can help us in either role, and if
you feel you might like to, please speak to Debbie or Shirley who can tell you more about either
role.

Reminders:

Jean Whitbread's funeral is taking place in St Sampson's at 11.30am on Thursday 19th
February.

St Sampson's APCM

St Sampson’s APCM (Annual Meeting) will take place on Sunday 22 March 2026 at 11am,
immediately following the 10am morning service. All are invited to attend. If you are on St
Sampson'’s Electoral Roll you will eligible to vote and Jo Valpy (PCC Secretary) will have a copy
of the roll for the next few Sundays at church if you need to check. An agenda and reports will
be circulated nearer the time and if you are involved in something at church that you would like
to share with others, then you are welcome to email a short report (no more than 250 words)
to Jo by the end of February - jovalpy@hotmail.co.uk



mailto:jovalpy@hotmail.co.uk

Lent Talk at Cricklade United Church - Tuesday 10 March
Click poster for more information....

Churches Together in Cricklade and Latton

You are warmly invited to Cricklade United Church

on Tuesday 10th March 2026 at 7pm

Jamie Eyre, CEO of Embrace the Middle East
will be speaking on

"Acts of Hope: Stories of Resilience and Faith in
the Middle East”

This will be followed by a Question & Answer session.
Tea and coffee will be served after the event

There will be a retiring collection for

Embrace the Middle East.

Jamie Eyre has been working
Embrace the Middle East for Embrace the Middle East
since 2013. After leading on
programmes and partnerships
he became CEO in July 2024.
He has travelled to the Middle
East during the last year and
therefore will be talking about
situations he has seen for
himself.

has been supporting
Christians and
communities in the Middle

East for many years,
tackling poverty
injustice in the region

Malmesbury & District Foodbank m Malmesbury & District
i i : : : Foodbank
Click on the link above for a pdf with more information on where you Toguthor wth Tssed

can drop off food in Cricklade, Ashton Keynes and Latton. Click on
the logo for the Foodbank homepage.

February-March services
The 10am St Sampson's services will continue to be held in the school for the time being due to
a delay with the commissioning of the new boiler.

e Lent Sunday 22 February
o St Sampson's
= 10am Holy Communion (in the school)
o Holy Cross
= 8.30am Holy Communion
o St John the Baptist
= 10am Morning Worship


https://us11.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcusercontent.com%2F11530255df41841bf6e3a7715%2Ffiles%2F8b9e991f-1170-85a6-7fa2-3b91bac318bf%2FFoodbank.pdf&xid=3ba6a2cde7&uid=46495913&iid=49e1a3803e&pool=cts&v=2&c=1770979854&h=341471f03a5013c2c0e90e1e04f97e4996c98cc32bfb197a33dc944ec7350a82
https://us11.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcusercontent.com%2F11530255df41841bf6e3a7715%2Ffiles%2F8b9e991f-1170-85a6-7fa2-3b91bac318bf%2FFoodbank.pdf&xid=3ba6a2cde7&uid=46495913&iid=49e1a3803e&pool=cts&v=2&c=1770979854&h=341471f03a5013c2c0e90e1e04f97e4996c98cc32bfb197a33dc944ec7350a82
https://us11.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcusercontent.com%2F11530255df41841bf6e3a7715%2Ffiles%2F090b0330-627f-4793-52e0-4068bdb832a5%2F2026_Lent_Talk_Utd_Church.pdf&xid=3ba6a2cde7&uid=46495913&iid=49e1a3803e&pool=cts&v=2&c=1770979854&h=211e659dd6375656b0094441631482ee419327ae8c38d94fd0a662de9ac94193
https://us11.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmalmesburydistrict.foodbank.org.uk%2F&xid=3ba6a2cde7&uid=46495913&iid=49e1a3803e&pool=cts&v=2&c=1770979854&h=77a194f4df12ef0ab5eb24b5eb0af1418bf882ed0836cf4ca442eada04ded3b3

e Sunday 1 March

o St Sampson's
= 8am Holy Communion (in the church)
= 10am Morning Worship (in the school) with the music group

and activities for primary school-aged children

= 6.30pm Evensong (in the church)

o Holy Cross
= 10am Holy Communion

o St John the Baptist
= 10am Morning Worship

e Sunday 8 March
o 10am Worship Together at St Sampson's (in the school)

e Sunday 15 March

o St Sampson's
= 8am Holy Communion followed by breakfast (in the church)
= 10am Morning Worship with the music group (in the school)
= 6.30pm Evensong (in the church)

o Holy Cross
= 10am Around the Table
= 4pm Evensong

o St John the Baptist
= 10am Holy Communion

e Sunday 22 March
o St Sampson's
= 10am Holy Communion (in the school)
o Holy Cross
= 8.30am Communion
= 3.30pm Messy Church
o St John the Baptist
= 10am Morning Worship

e Palm Sunday 29 March
o 10am Worship Together at Holy Cross Ashton Keynes

Morning Prayers

e Monday Morning Prayers at 9am on Zoom - all welcome
We are a small group who meet on Zoom for 40 minutes at 9am on Monday
mornings to read, pray and socialise following a Wild Goose Wee Worship format.
New members would be very welcome.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77713838432?pwd=AzDJt5p8Rs3WxmbjI3sSFVEEMFpAu
F.1
Meeting ID: 777 1383 8432
Passcode: 1FLvtO



https://us11.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus04web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F77713838432%3Fpwd%3DAzDJt5p8Rs3WxmbjI3sSFVEEMFpAuF.1&xid=3ba6a2cde7&uid=46495913&iid=49e1a3803e&pool=cts&v=2&c=1770979854&h=4407360d51126b7741c1a010e7204e82937d11e07b67c0d261260c2293c701ad
https://us11.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus04web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F77713838432%3Fpwd%3DAzDJt5p8Rs3WxmbjI3sSFVEEMFpAuF.1&xid=3ba6a2cde7&uid=46495913&iid=49e1a3803e&pool=cts&v=2&c=1770979854&h=4407360d51126b7741c1a010e7204e82937d11e07b67c0d261260c2293c701ad

e Thursday Morning Prayers in the Lady Chapel in St Sampson's
Everyone is welcome and we'd love new people to join us. There are usually about 7
- 10 of us in number and we meet at 8.30am to enjoy coffee and the Iona
Community's 'Wee Worship Book', and finish by 9.30am.

Church opening times
o St Sampson's: every day, 9am — 3pm

e Holy Cross: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday, 10am - 4pm
e St John the Baptist Latton: Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Monday, 10am - 4pm

What3Words locations for our churches (for use on the What3Words app

o St Sampson's: unopposed.remotest.raft ///
o Holy Cross (entrance to car park): ideals.conga.flushes
o St John the Baptist: roadways.handwriting.trample WHAT 3WORDS
« All Saints: powers.party.zinc
o Waterhay (All Saints Old

Chancel): leaky.refrained.marketing



