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This week in Upper Thames News: 

• Pentecost Sunday 

• Debbie retiring 

• Msinga Children's Centre Update 

• Siren Sisters at Holy Cross 26 June 

• 24 hours of Prayer at St Sampson's 18-19 July 

• Ave Vocal Ensemble at St Sampson's 12 July 

• Reminders 

o St Sampson's Tower Tour - TOMORROW, 23 May 

o Choral Concert at St Sampson's on 27 June 

o Malmesbury & District Foodbank 

• May-June services 

• Morning Prayers 

 

Pentecost Sunday 

 

This coming Sunday is Pentecost Sunday, the day we celebrate the gift of God’s Holy Spirit to 

us. 

 

This seems like an appropriate moment to commission our new healing team, and that will 

happen during the 10am benefice at St Sampson's. During communion there will be prayers 

for healing available to anyone who would like to come forward – for yourself or for someone 

else. You simply receive communion and then carry on up to the High Altar where our healing 

team will be ready to pray for you. If you don't have communion please walk directly up to the 

High Altar to a member of the healing team. There will also be (as last 

year) anointing offered for everyone as a sign of renewal and dedication. 

  

This Sunday we are also welcoming a visiting preacher, Revd Canon Dr Simon 

Taylor, who is the head of the mission and Ministry Support Team. He oversees people 

discerning a call to ordination or to be an LLM, the discipleship team, and ministerial 

development for all licensed ministers. Simon also writes books and teaches widely. We 

welcome him in the name of Christ and look forward to him worshipping with us. 

 

 

 

 

 



Pentecost Sunday Services 

• St Sampson's 

o 10am Upper Thames Worship Together 

Holy Communion with anointing & 

prayers for healing  

• Holy Cross 

o 8.30am Holy Communion 

• Readings: 

o Acts 2:1-13 

o Genesis 2:4b-8 

o John 20:19-23 

 

 

 

Debbie retiring 

We announced last Sunday that Debbie is going to retire, probably in the autumn. 

More details about dates and farewells as things are decided! 

 

 

Msinga Children's Centre Update 

Sarah Smith from E3 Initiative has asked us to share this update with you all. It can also be 

viewed as a pdf - Misinga Update 2026 

 

  

 

 

https://us.list-manage.com/163Q9cUQt1U?e=6ccc2b17e1&c2id=af0986be1f70041b55318384828308b0
https://us.list-manage.com/pPuOz1ygymc?e=6ccc2b17e1&c2id=af0986be1f70041b55318384828308b0
https://us.list-manage.com/1418879bDBX?e=6ccc2b17e1&c2id=af0986be1f70041b55318384828308b0
https://us.list-manage.com/n4oHFMVgzfm?e=6ccc2b17e1&c2id=af0986be1f70041b55318384828308b0


Siren Sisters at Holy Cross on Friday 26 June 

 

 

 

 

24 hours of prayer at St Sampson’s Church, Cricklade 

• Saturday 18 at 11am until Sunday 19 July at 11am 

Talk and listen to God through prayer activities for ourselves, family and friends, local 

community and the wider world. 

• A 24-7 prayer space 

• Come and spend time with God 

• Open to anyone   

• Explore different prayer zones around the Church, 

using words, art, music, activities, silence and more to talk and listen to God.  

You are invited to sign up for one hour slots (you can do as many as you like!) so we can cover 

the whole time in prayer. We also invite people to pop into church when they like. Note: the 

slots between 10pm and 7am will be in your own home.  

• Sign up for a slot at https://pray.24-7prayer.com/signup/4c1882 

https://us.list-manage.com/kg4jlWlhDr3?e=6ccc2b17e1&c2id=af0986be1f70041b55318384828308b0


Here are some comments from those who took part in previous prayer events … 

“I loved the prayer time. It was so well done with all the different activities. It was so nice and 

calm. I felt really connected with God.”  

“I usually find staying quiet and focussing on God very difficult, but this was a place to go for 

that specific purpose, which was really helpful. I found the time too short.” 

“It was a very special prayer and quiet time over the weekend. It was so good to put away the 

busyness, accept the chance to rest and pray and rekindle a still centre with God.”  

 

Find out more from Matt and Sarah Smith, Laura Brierley and Hannah Dowson. 

 

 

AVE Vocal Ensemble concert in July at St Sampson's 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reminders: 

  

St Sampson's Tower Tour TOMORROW 23 May 

 

 

        

Choral concert on Saturday 27 June 5pm at St Sampson's 

This concert comes at the end of our Come & Sing day. Both are in aid of the St Sampson's 

Church Appeal. The singers will be accompanied by organ, cello, flute 

and oboe. Book tickets on the Ticketsource website or buy on the 

door. Please join us. 

https://www.ticketsource.com/whats-on/cricklade/st-sampsons-

church/concert-requiem-john-rutter-plus-cantique-de-jean-racine-

gabriel-faure/2026-06-27/17:00/t-aaaxyaj 

  

 

        

https://us.list-manage.com/RG1IT4bgENL?e=6ccc2b17e1&c2id=af0986be1f70041b55318384828308b0
https://us.list-manage.com/RG1IT4bgENL?e=6ccc2b17e1&c2id=af0986be1f70041b55318384828308b0
https://us.list-manage.com/RG1IT4bgENL?e=6ccc2b17e1&c2id=af0986be1f70041b55318384828308b0


Malmesbury & District Foodbank 

Click on the link above for a pdf with more information on where you 

can drop off food in Cricklade, Ashton Keynes and Latton. Click on 

the logo for the Foodbank homepage.  

  

 

 

May-June services 

• Sunday 31 May 

o 10am Worship Together at All Saints, Leigh 

  

• Sunday 7 June - Trinity 

o St Sampson's 

▪ 8am Holy Communion 

▪ 10am Morning Worship with the music group 

▪ 6.30pm Evensong 

o Holy Cross 

▪ 10am Holy Communion 

o St John the Baptist 

▪ 10am Morning Worship 

  

• Sunday 14 June 

o 10am Upper Thames Worship Together at St Sampson's 

  

• Sunday 21 June 

o St Sampson's 

▪ 8am Holy Communion followed by breakfast 

▪ 10am Morning Worship with the music group 

▪ 6.30pm Evensong 

o Holy Cross 

▪ 10am Around the Table 

▪ 6pm Evensong 

o St John the Baptist 

▪ 10am Holy Communion 

  

• Sunday 28 June 

o St Sampson's 

▪ 10am Holy Communion 

o Holy Cross 

▪ 8.30am Holy Communion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://us.list-manage.com/19NRyugu12C?e=6ccc2b17e1&c2id=af0986be1f70041b55318384828308b0
https://us.list-manage.com/NNmFNV1fuiO?e=6ccc2b17e1&c2id=af0986be1f70041b55318384828308b0


 

Morning Prayers  

• Monday Morning Prayers at 9am on Zoom - all welcome  

We are a small group who meet on Zoom for 40 minutes at 9am on Monday mornings 

to read, pray and socialise following a Wild Goose Wee Worship format. New members 

would be very welcome.  

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77713838432?pwd=AzDJt5p8Rs3WxmbjI3sSFVEEMFpAuF.1 

Meeting ID: 777 1383 8432 

Passcode: 1FLvt0 

  

• Thursday Morning Prayers in the Lady Chapel in St Sampson's 

Everyone is welcome and we'd love new people to join us. There are usually about 7 - 

10 of us in number and we meet at 8.30am to enjoy coffee and the Iona 

Community's 'Wee Worship Book', and finish by 9.30am. 

Church opening times 

• St Sampson's: every day, 9am – 3pm 

• Holy Cross: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday, 10am - 4pm 

• St John the Baptist Latton: Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Monday, 10am - 4pm 

 

 

What3Words locations for our churches (for use on the What3Words app) 

• St Sampson's: unopposed.remotest.raft 

• Holy Cross (entrance to car park): ideals.conga.flushes 

• St John the Baptist: roadways.handwriting.trample 

• All Saints: powers.party.zinc 

• Waterhay (Old Chancel): leaky.refrained.marketing 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://us.list-manage.com/15fpgVnxx6_?e=6ccc2b17e1&c2id=af0986be1f70041b55318384828308b0
tel:777%201383%208432


 

 

 

 

St Sampson's, Cricklade 

Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes 

St John the Baptist, Latton 

All Saints, Leigh 

Parish Office, Jenner Hall, Bath Road, Cricklade, Wiltshire, SN6 6AX 

 

Usual office opening hours: 

9.30am - 12pm 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday  

 

admin@upperthames.org.uk 

website - www.upperthames.org.uk 
 

 

mailto:admin@upperthames.org.uk
https://us.list-manage.com/hLOR2vwGG5Q?e=6ccc2b17e1&c2id=af0986be1f70041b55318384828308b0

